
Ancient Messene 

Youth Games
Celebrating Sports & Friendship



An Ancient City brought back to life

Ancient Messene is a significant ancient city in terms of its size, form, and state of 
preservation, and still has much to offer. It possesses not only sanctuaries and public 
buildings, but also imposing fortifications, and houses and tombs. It enjoys, amongst 
other things, the advantage of never having been destroyed or covered by later 
settlements, located on an unspoiled inland site.



Archaeological site of Ancient Messene

One of Greece’s best-preserved archaeological sites
Ancient Messene combines the grandeur of Delphi with the natural beauty of Olympia



Ancient Theatre

The Ancient Theater of Messene was the center for drama and culture. The Theatre also
functioned as a site of mass political assemblies.



Agora

Today the Ancient Agora is silent but in the past it was bustling and full of people and
products. It was an exclusively political venue that co-existed with several holy temples.



The Ekklesiastirion or Odeon
The Ekklesiastirion or Odeon is a small theatre-like, concave construction. It is a miniature 
of the Ekklesia of Ancient Athens. Citizens were taught how to participate in the city's civil 
life, the focal element of Hellenic democracy. Here we understand the importance of active 
citizenship.



The Gymnasium and the Stadium



The Gymnasium and the Stadium

The Gymnasium and the Stadium constitute a unity since they belong to a unified 
architectural plan. Columns with statues or statue bases of the winners welcome us. well 
preserved, almost "alive" with a horseshoe shape 182 meters long, the stadium features 
18 wedge-shaped sections and 18 rows of seats that keep the ancient Greek numbering.



Current events

Music concerts



Current events

International Youth Festival of Ancient Drama



Top DJ Charlotte de Witte Performs at  
Ancient Messene

Sponsored by the Onassis Foundation, the techno star put on a live performance
in the ancient site for thousands of viewers online.

https://youtu.be/vX8ZazvWmts

https://youtu.be/vX8ZazvWmts


7th Ancient Messene 
Youth Games Program



Key dates for international participations !!!

Submit a participation: until 6th of December 2024

Program & event online presentation: 13rd of January 2025

Submit the lists of participants: until 31st of January 2025

Event dates: Τhursday 3rd& Friday 4th of April 2025



Games (disciplines)

Primary school Middle school High school

1/2 Stadium race 1 Stadium race 1 Stadium race

1 Stadium race 2 Stadium race 2 Stadium race

2 Stadium race Stone throwing Stone throwing

Stone throwing Javelin throwing Javelin throwing

Standing long jump Standing long jump Standing long jump



From antiquity to present



From antiquity to present



Event overview.
The ancient city provides a unique experiential learning
environment.

▶ Bougas Private Schools ,the Ephorate of Antiquities of Messenia, and 
Municipality of Messene - with the support of the regional Head of Physical 
Education Department- co-organize the 7th Panhellenic, two-day, classic 
sports event. The event is approved by the Greek Ministry of Education.



Event overview.
Blending sport with culture and education.

▶ Students will undertake the tour of the visiting schools from the entrance of 
the archeological site to the Ancient Stadium, within the framework of the 
Ministry of Education approved program: “Adoption of Ancient Theatres-
Students guide students around ancient theatres”.



Event overview.
Blending sport with culture and education.

▶ Physical Education teachers- volunteers, in cooperation with students who have been 

trained accordingly, are responsible for the smooth running of the sporting operations.

▶ Εx-Olympic athletes and professional track and field coaches describe the

fundamentals of the Olympic values and the Olympic spirit to all young participants



Event overview.
Blending sport with culture and education.

▶ Οpening ceremony, awards ceremony with olive wreaths, diploma of participation 
to all students.

▶ Recycling awareness activities

▶ Medical stations & safety measures in cooperation with local authorities.

Parallel Activities

▶ The Ancient Greek Games



Event overview.
2022-2024 the story so far

▶ 133 School Units

▶ 9000 Students & teachers

▶ 600 volunteers

Future Plans

▶ International Schools

















Thank you


